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Comparing Students’ English Essaysin the First and Second Semester
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This article deals with 15 Japanese students’ English essays and their
self-reflection reports on their essays. Two kinds of essay tasks—a
proficiency test and in-class writing activity—were given in a separate period
of time in the first and second semester. The topic for the proficiency tests was
the same in both semesters; however, two different topics were given in the
first and second semester for in-class writing activities. In addition, the
students were able to refer to dictionaries and handouts for in-class writing
activities, as opposed to the condition for the proficiency tests. The results
show that (1) most students wrote 30 to 100 words for each task—50 to 60
words on average; (2) For the proficiency test, they tended to write less in the
second semester, but they tended to write more in the second semester for
in-class writing activities. Self-reflection reports indicated that they preferred to
look at the quality of their essays.
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7—=~ 1. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
All students should study a foreign language in high school
and university. Use specific reasons and details to support
your answer.
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R AAE 170 101 89 116
e/ Mt 20 15 31 40
IR ZE(SD) 39.558 28.375 16.32 19.966
0-195% 0 3 0 0
20-397E 5 2 4 0
40-597F 3 5 6 6
60-793E 2 2 3 7
o340 |80-997E 3 1 2 1
100-11938 1 2 0 1
120-1393% 0 0 0 0
140-15935 0 0 0 0
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