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In Japan, the patentability of software has been changed. Before 1990,
software-related inventions could not be patented independently, but they could
be applied in case of combining hardware and software. After early 2000's,
software-related inventions could be patented by themselves.

Answering the questions about software patents requires that each patent
should be examined in detail. The analysis of each of patent will outline the
details of the patent itself followed by the issues surrounding the patent. By
examining the details of three software patents, a better understanding of what
constitutes a legitimate software patent will become clear.
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