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The role of radio broadcasting in the case of a disaster
- The example of community FM broadcasting -

i |, # =
KITAGO Hiromi

The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake on January 17, 1995 triggered a heated
discussion on how information should be treated at the time of disaster. Since
then, the role of media has been a topic of concern nationwide.

All the relevant parties such as officials of the administrative organs,
lifeline-related corporations, the mass media, and experts reviewed
communication of information thoroughly, and formulated a concrete policy
proposal; however, the outcomes in the Great East Japan Earthquake on March
11, 2011 were far from ideal. In this paper, | discuss the significance and
limitations/possibilities of electric wave media called “the radio broadcasting as
disaster prevention media,” attaching the importance to stable communication
of information as well as securing of infrastructure of communication.

| take an example of community broadcasting radio, and look at a situation
that control of information occurs when an extraordinary accident happens.
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