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Fostering English Writing Ability at the Freshman Level:
An Analysis of a Letter Writing Task and the Students’ Products

A I &= =
ISHKAWA Nozomi

The Otani English Proficiency Test was designed and created in order to
evaluate Sapporo Otani University students’ English proficiency. This test
consists of a speaking and a writing portion. All freshman students of the
Faculty of Sociology took the test in August. This paper examines a
letter-writing task and the salient features of the students’ writings, and
discusses what should be taught to freshman students during the first semester.
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BEL ST RO
Dear Sapporo Otani University students,

You may be surprised to receive this letter. I am Kathy Smith.
I happened to know Prof. Hiraoka in May, and heard that Sapporo
Otani students have been studying English very hard.

I'm a junior at West Park College in Boston. I am majoring in
psvchology. I like outdoor activities and listening to rock music.
I also like cooking.

I am going to Hokkaido and staying there for ten days—from
August 5th to August 15th. This is my first visit. Will you

recommend any places to visit, and things to do or see in
Hokkaido?

I hope to see you in Sapporo if you are not too busy. I am looking
forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely yours,

Kativy Smitiv
Kathy Smith
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