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Abstract

An urtext edition of two Violin Sonatas by Johannes Brahms was newly published in 2016 by
Barenreiter-Verlag. They are the arrangements by the composer himself of his Clarinet Sonatas Op. 120~
1 and Op. 120-2. Although the first edition was published by Simrock about a month after the original
Clarinet Sonatas with the viola parts, the violin version of the two sonatas has not been performed very
often until today. Mostly, the presence of the violin version has been merely introduced on some
literature works. The reason of which they have difficulty in taking a position in recital repertoire may be
that they are, comparing with other three Violin Sonatas, written in less resonant keys for the violin, thus
they lack the flamboyance which the audience would expect from violin works. Brahms would certainly
have recognized the difficulty. At the time of making the arrangements, not just enabling performance on
the violin, Brahms revised them thoroughly so that he could make the most of the distinguishing quality
of the instruments.

We would like to focus on and compare the three versions of Op. 120-1, and contribute on the violin

version becoming better known.
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