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Abstract

This paper introduces a type of interaction tasks implemented in an English course for freshman majoring
sociology. This is a theme-based role-play task, which asks students to role play in various settings. In order to
build up students’ speaking fluency in English, this task is required to respond promptly, using expressions in the
textbook when necessary. The textbook used in this course covers basic general topics such as sightseeing and
shopping, and consists of 24 units. Each unit has three sections: listening, reading, and grammar. Since the
textbook does not contain any speaking activity, it allowed the teachers to arrange and adopt a speaking task

suitable for the students. The implications for future study are also discussed.
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Three basic aspects of spontaneous speech that language learners need to be aware of and which language
teachers may find helpful to reflect on are:
- speaking fundamentally an interactive process and is defined by interactivity;
- speaking happened under real-time processing constraints;
- speaking is more fundamentally linked to the individual who produces it than the written form is.
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